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and hence have an outer surface that requires 
smoothing].” 


How do we know from Scripture that it is required to turn over the 
beds as a sign of mourning? 


R. Qerispai in the name of R. Yohanan: “‘And they sat with him at the 
ground [seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, 
for they saw that his suffering was very great]’ (Job 2:13). 


“On the ground’ is not written here, but rather, ‘at the ground.’ That 
means something that is near the ground. On that basis we learn that 
they slept on beds that had been turned over.” 


Bar Qappara said, “‘I had one good likeness of myself [God] in your 
house, and you made me turn it over [and bury it, namely, your 
children], so you turn over your bed.” 


And there are those who derive the meaning of the expression from the 
following: “Let the agent [of sin] be overpowered [by mourning 
ceremonies]” 


[F] Both R. Jonah and R. Yosé, both of them citing R. Simeon b. 
Laqish [explain the matter]. 


[G] One said, “On what account does a mourner sleep on a bed that 
has been turned upside down? It is so he will wake up during the 
night and be reminded that he is a mourner.” 


[H] The other said, “Since he is sleeping on a bed turned upside down, 
he will wake up by night and be reminded that he is a mourner.” 


[I] If one said, “I am not going to turn the bed upside down. Lo, I 
shall sleep on a stool instead” — they do not listen to him, for 
he has said, “I am not going to turn the bed upside down.” 


[J] But if he said, “Lo, I shall turn the bed upside down,” they do 
listen to him[, and he may sleep on the stool anyhow]. 


Now has not the Mishnah made this point? [With reference to M. San. 
2:2F-G:] And when they provide him with the funeral meal, [all 
the people sit on the ground, while he sits on a stool] — 


that refers to the high priest. 
Lo, with regard to an ordinary priest, that is not the case. 


And the Mishnah speaks of a public meal. Lo, when the high priest eats 
by himself, he does not [sit on a stool]. 


